
1 
Prophecy: Part 1 

February 14, 2021 
Sunset Avenue Church of God 

 
DISCUSSION QUESTION: Why is welcoming prophecy the first important step in receiving 
or giving them? 
 
1 Thessalonians 5:20-22 “do not despise prophetic utterances. 21 But examine everything 
carefully; hold fast to that which is good; 22 abstain from every form of evil.” [NASU] 
 
REVIEW: 

In the last several years, America has been saturated with prophetic words where men and 
women have claimed to be speaking for God. Jesus warned us that in the end of the age this 
would occur. 
Predictive Prophecy is not looking for pattens in history and then trying to apply them to 
future events.  
Prophecy should not be discounted because of people who make wrong prophecies. Don’t 
get mad at God because of false prophets that speak over your life. Get angry at the false 
prophets. 
Last week we defined Prophecy: Foretelling – Predictive and Forthtelling – telling what God 
has already revealed about HIS nature and character: This is found in 1 Corinthians 14:3 
“But he that prophesieth speaketh unto men to edification, and exhortation, and comfort.” 
It does not come by the will of man…that is a lot of what we are seeing today…men want 
something so badly or they want something for another person that they presume to speak 
in the name of the Lord when God did not say it. 
Deut. 18:21 – 22 "But you may wonder, 'How will we know whether or not a prophecy is 
from the Lord?' 22 If the prophet speaks in the Lord's name but his prediction does not 
happen or come true, you will know that the Lord did not give that message. That prophet 
has spoken without my authority and need not be feared.” [NLT] 

 
TODAY: Prophecy is to be Welcomed 
 
1 Thessalonians 5:20-22 “do not despise prophetic utterances.” [KJV] 

• NIV – do not treat prophecies with contempt.  
• TLB – Do not scoff at those who prophesy,  
• NCV – Do not treat prophecy as if it were unimportant.  

 
Despise means contemptible, least esteemed, set at nought; to make utterly nothing of; to 
make of no account, to treat as worthless: 

A couple of examples: 
o Luke 18:9 “And he spake this parable unto certain which trusted in themselves that 

they were righteous, and despised others:” [KJV] 
 

o Prov 1:24-26 “Because I have called, and ye refused; I have stretched out my hand, 
and no man regarded; 25 But ye have set at nought all my counsel, and would none 
of my reproof: 26 I also will laugh at your calamity; I will mock when your fear 
cometh;” [KJV] 
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Welcome Prophecy by: 

a. Earnestly Desiring it 
1 Corinthians 14:1 “Pursue love, and earnestly desire the spiritual gifts, especially that 
you may prophesy.” [ESV] 
 
To be earnest is to be determined 
 
Rather in the KJV implies something to a great degree; marks the preference of one 
thing over another. 

 
b. Endeavoring to Edify 

1 Corinthians 14:12 “Even so ye, forasmuch as ye are zealous of spiritual gifts, seek that 
ye may excel to the edifying of the church.” [KJV] 

 
The word seek means to look in order to find something; either by thinking, meditation, 
reasoning or to inquire into; to aim at to strive after 
 
One way to despise and not welcome is to ignore. We need to be a people that make it 
our endeavor; our aim to prophecy. 

 
c. Extent of your Faith 

Romans 12:3-6 “For I say, through the grace given unto me, to every man that is among 
you, not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think; but to think soberly, 
according as God hath dealt to every man the measure of faith. 4 For as we have many 
members in one body, and all members have not the same office: 5 So we, being many, 
are one body in Christ, and every one members one of another. 6 Having then gifts 
differing according to the grace that is given to us, whether prophecy, let us prophesy 
according to the proportion of faith;” [KJV] 

 
d. Enablement of the Spirit 

1 Corinthians 12:7-11 “But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to every man to profit 
withal. 8 For to one is given by the Spirit the word of wisdom; to another the word of 
knowledge by the same Spirit; 
9 To another faith by the same Spirit; to another the gifts of healing by the same Spirit; 
10 To another the working of miracles; to another prophecy; to another discerning of 
spirits; to another divers kinds of tongues; to another the interpretation of tongues: 11 
But all these worketh that one and the selfsame Spirit, dividing to every man severally as 
he will.” [KJV] 

 
 
 


