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Consecration 2021 

PERMISSION  
January 3, 2020 

 
Consecration is the act of setting someone or something apart; to dedicate someone or 
something for a specific purpose; make holy 
 
When we speak about a time of Consecration, we want to take time to dedicate ourselves and 
anything else that God might want, apart for a specific purpose. Also, anything we want to give 
ourselves (things not required) 
 
THEME: Living with God’s Permission 
 
TEXT: Acts 16:6-7 “They passed through the Phrygian and Galatian region, having been 

forbidden by the Holy Spirit to speak the word in Asia; 7 and after they came to Mysia, 
they were trying to go into Bithynia, and the Spirit of Jesus did not permit them;” [NASU] 

 
PART 1: Week of Foresight 

Foresight is defined as an ability or action of imagining or anticipating what might happen in 
the future. It is care in providing for the future. Foresight is actions that anticipate an 
expected result. But we are not called to guess what is expected but to see what we are to 
expect. 

 
Let me begin today by asking this question: Do you ask for God’s permission before you 
attempt to do something? 

 
Permission is defined as the act of permitting, especially in giving formal consent ; 
authorization  
 
Asking permission is something that a civil society teaches every generation. We teach our 
children to ask permission even for things that are allowed. 

 
Permission has to do with: 
o Trust – we value another’s opinion and wisdom / Respecting 
o Transfer – pass to another the power of decision / Removing (from seat of authority) 
o Turning To – acknowledge the need for assistance / Recognizing 

 
We live in an age where people state, no one is going to tell me what to do; I’m a grown 
man/woman…I don’t need anyone’s permission. We need to be reminded that we are not 
like the world and we are servants of the most High God. We want HIS authorization. 
 
In our text in Acts 16, the Apostle Paul has come up with this incredible plan to share the 
Gospel in Asia. 
o He is filled with the Power of the Holy Spirit 
o He has passion for Christ 
o He has permission and direction for the Church Leaders 
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YET…the Bible says twice: 
o forbidden by the Holy Spirit to speak the word in Asia;  
o and the Spirit of Jesus did not permit them 

 
Do you ask for God’s permission before you attempt to do something? We are not 
speaking of the please, please, please of a spoiled child wanting another cup of ice cream 
 
A Question for Foresight: 
1. Where Does God want me to go? (To His Purpose) 

Acts 16:9 “A vision appeared to Paul in the night: a man of Macedonia was standing and 
appealing to him, and saying, "Come over to Macedonia and help us."  [NASU] 
 
Paul was working his plan and Jesus had another plan. Paul is wanting to share the Word 
with 100’s or 1000’s and Jesus wants him to share it with a small group and a jailor.  
 
Asking permission is Biblical  

a. Satan Ask 
Luke 22:31-32 “Simon, Simon, behold, Satan has demanded permission to sift you 
like wheat; 32 but I have prayed for you, that your faith may not fail; and you, 
when once you have turned again, strengthen your brothers." [NASU] 

 
b. Unclean Spirits Ask 

Mark 5:11-13 “Now a great herd of pigs was feeding there on the hillside, 12 and 
they begged him, saying, "Send us to the pigs; let us enter them." 13 So he gave 
them permission.” [ESV] 

 
c. Son of God Ask 

John 5:19 “So Jesus said to them, "Truly, truly, I say to you, the Son can do 
nothing of his own accord, but only what he sees the Father doing. For whatever 
the Father does, that the Son does likewise.” [ESV] 

 
d. Apostle Paul learns to Ask 

1 Cor 16:5-7 “Now I will come unto you, when I shall pass through Macedonia: 
for I do pass through Macedonia. 6 And it may be that I will abide, yea, and 
winter with you, that ye may bring me on my journey whithersoever I go. 7 For I 
will not see you now by the way; but I trust to tarry a while with you, if the Lord 
permit.” [KJV] 

 
Too many live by the opinion it is better to ask forgiveness than permission. But the 
problem with that way of living is that forgiveness needed means that you have messed 
up something and it needs to be cleaned up and the damage is already done. 
 
In 2021 I believe we can have more than just great plans. We can have plans that fulfill 
the Purpose that God has for us. It is possible to ask God’s Permission on where HE 
wants us to God and have HIM direct our steps to HIS purpose, even if we try to go in 
another direction. If we will stay humble and ask, HE will forbid in a gracious way and 
then direct us to HIS Purpose! 


